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LOS ANGELES CHAMBER ORCHESTRA (LACO), IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE NATIONAL MS SOCIETY, PRESENT MUSIC + THE BODY, A FREE LABOR DAY COMMUNITY EVENT AND CONCERT

Conductor Leonard Slatkin will Conduct the World Premiere of MS Advocate and Composer Jeff Beal’s Four Score, written in honor of Slatkin’s 80th Birthday

Family-friendly pre-concert activities include an instrument petting zoo, music composition, and interactive experiences that explore how music and dance support well-being

An MS awareness panel with healthcare professionals precedes the concert of deeply personal works that illustrate Beal’s Life with MS
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Monday, September 1, 2025
at The BroadStage
11 AM: pre-concert activities
12:30 PM: MS awareness panel
2 PM: LACO concert

Reserve free tickets here
Pre-concert activities are open to all;
Concert seating is first come, first served


(Tuesday, July 15, 2025, Los Angeles) – This Labor Day, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra (LACO), in partnership with the National MS Society, invites the public to Music + The Body, a free community event of music, wellness, and awareness at The Broad Stage. The pre-concert festivities begin at 11 AM; a special MS awareness panel begins at 12:30 PM; and the concert begins at 2 PM.

This free community event, inspired by LACO collaborator and composer Jeff Beal’s experience living with multiple sclerosis, begins with a wide array of pre-concert activities—including an instrument petting zoo, music composition, and interactive opportunities exploring the healing connections between music, dance, and well-being. The program also includes a special MS awareness panel led by Christina J. Azevedo, M.D., Associate Professor of Neurology; Director, Advanced Imaging in MS Lab; MS Fellowship Program Director, Keck School of Medicine of USC, and Dr. Assal Habibi Associate Research Professor of Psychology and Director of the Center for Music, Brain and Society at USC.

“Jeff Beal has been a longtime friend and collaborator of LACO, and it’s a privilege to partner with him on this special event that raises awareness for MS,” said LACO Executive Director Ben Cadwallader. “Jeff’s journey with MS is both personal and deeply inspiring. By sharing his story so powerfully through music, he reminds us that life with MS can be beautiful, creative, and full of purpose. This event is about visibility as much as it is about artistry, and it shows the power of music not just to heal, but to connect, uplift, and challenge how we see chronic illness. It’s a perfect alignment of purpose, humanity, and heart.”

“As someone living with MS, I’ve experienced firsthand how music can be a powerful force for healing, connection, and resilience,” said Jeff Beal. “I’m deeply grateful to collaborate with LACO and the National MS Society on this event—not only to raise awareness, but to celebrate the ways music can uplift us in the face of life’s challenges. This partnership is especially meaningful to me, both personally and artistically.”

The day culminates in a moving concert of works by Beal, led by conductor Leonard Slatkin. The program begins with The New York Études, a collection of ten solo piano pieces composed and performed by Beal, inspired by his experience of living with MS and the therapeutic benefits he found in daily piano practice. For the first time, these pieces will be performed by LACO with piano and strings accompaniment. The études, each depicting a scene or feeling related to New York City, are intended to be both meditative and accessible, reflecting Beal's journey of healing and finding wholeness through music.
Following the études, the concert continues with Body in Motion, Beal’s violin concerto, composed for and performed by acclaimed violinist Kelly Hall-Tompkins and led by Slatkin, who gave the world premiere of the piece with the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra in January 2024, and the west coast premiere with LACO in October 2024–both with Hall-Tompkins. Body in Motion captures the essence of life’s resilience and perpetual forward momentum – “a body in motion … stays in motion”– infused with Beal’s signature blends of jazz, blues, and improvisation. The work explores physical and emotional movement through the lens of water, breath, and motion, with three movements titled “Head Above Water,” “Breathing,” and “Running,” offering an active dialogue between soloist and orchestra, symbolizing a shared journey of perseverance, beauty, and strength.
The concert concludes with Slaktin leading LACO in the world premiere of Four Score. Jeff Beal describes the symphony, composed in honor of the conductor’s 80th birthday:
”In 2023, I learned Leonard Slatkin would soon be celebrating his 80th birthday. Grateful for his artistry as a conductor, and his championing of many of my own concert works, I proposed a new composition in his honor, and thankfully he accepted.
Leonard's musical life and childhood began in Los Angeles, where his parents, Eleanor and Felix Slatkin were founding members of the Hollywood String Quartet, as well as the principal cellist and concertmaster at Fox and Warner Brothers studios respectively. As someone whose work also bridges Hollywood and the concert stage, I proposed to Leonard a symphony that would reflect our shared connection to LA.
As I was getting started, I discovered the wonderful book The War on Music by conductor John Mauceri, which describes an odd musical rift which occurred in the 20th century that dismissed tonal, melodic works as illegitimate. Mauceri also traces a diaspora of Jewish composers, including Max Steiner, Korngold, and Alfred Newman, who brought that very musical language to Hollywood, where it flourished in film scores.
I’ve never liked silos in art, and I feel fortunate to compose freely for both screen and stage. Four Score draws on that spirit: three movements inspired by narrative archetypes often used in film expanded into symphonic form. "The Hero" channels a bit of the bravura of John William's and Jerry Goldsmith's rich heroic and adventure scores, intended to inspire and thrill. "The Lovers" explores the theme of romance and longing, a direct nod to Felix and Eleanor Slatkin. Finally, "The Jester" explores comedy, surprise, and laughter, inspired by Stravinsky’s rich orchestration, narrative genius, and complex harmonic and melodic language. It ends with a joyous coda - a celebration of 80 years of lifelong music making, dear friends, and good health.”
TICKETS
Reserve free tickets here
Pre-concert activities are open to all;
Concert seating if first come first served

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

11 AM: pre-concert activities
12:30 PM: MS awareness panel
2 PM: LACO concert

VENUE ADDRESS

The Broad Stage
1310 11th St.
Santa Monica, CA 90401

About the National Multiple Sclerosis Society
The National MS Society, founded in 1946, is the global leader of a growing movement dedicated to creating a world free of MS. The Society funds cutting-edge research for a cure, drives change through advocacy and provides programs and services to help people affected by MS live their best lives. Connect to learn more and get involved: nationalmssociety.org, Facebook, X (formerly known as Twitter), Instagram, YouTube or 1-800-344-4867.

LOS ANGELES CHAMBER ORCHESTRA (LACO) ranks among the world’s top musical ensembles. Beloved by audiences and praised by critics, the Orchestra is a preeminent interpreter of historical masterworks and, with eight ASCAP Awards for Adventurous Programming, a champion of contemporary composers. Headquartered in the heart of the country's cultural capital, LACO has been proclaimed “America’s finest chamber orchestra” (Public Radio International), “LA’s most unintimidating chamber music experience” (Los Angeles magazine), “resplendent” (Los Angeles Times), and “one of the world's great chamber orchestras"(KUSC Classical FM). Performing throughout greater Los Angeles, the Orchestra has made 32 recordings, including, most recently, a 2019 BIS Records release of works for violin and chamber orchestra that features Concertmaster Margaret Batjer and the world premiere recording of Pierre Jalbert’s Violin Concerto (a LACO co-commission). LACO has toured Europe, South America and Japan, and performed across North America. www.laco.org.

Music Director of the Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra since 2019, and Chief Conductor of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra since 2022, Spanish conductor JAIME MARTÍN has also held the positions of Chief Conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra of Ireland (2019-2024), Principal Guest Conductor of the Spanish National Orchestra (2022-2024) and Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of Gävle Symphony Orchestra (2013-2022). Having spent many years as a highly regarded flautist, Martín turned to conducting full-time in 2013 and quickly became sought after at the highest level. Recent and future engagements include his debuts with the Budapest Festival Orchestra and return visits to the Royal Stockholm, Dresden and Netherlands Philharmonics, the Sydney, Barcelona, Dallas, Colorado, Antwerp, New Zealand, Frankfurt and Swedish Radio Symphonies, and his conducting debut at the BBC Proms with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, whose Principal Guest Conductor position he took on from the 24/25 season. Jaime Martín is the Artistic Advisor of the Santander Festival, a founding member of the Orquestra de Cadaqués, and Fellow of the Royal College of Music, London.

Contact:
Lisa Bellamore
Crescent Communications
lbellamore@gmail.com
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